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'To the Reader, | ; 


Ur P. exbyterias;Bregbren; ently prot 
Eat” Je Ae, e, Uher than for | 
- inTheſe lafter Times, have born the Epifcopil 
ure not unwilling to allow that he was a Perſon not only learned, but 
Grave and Pious and Moderate. Tis hop d therefore, that it ſhall 
nos be diſebliging ,toubem, i ibis ſhort but aceurate Freatiſe 
* . of his ( whichvery well deſerves * te be ſeriouſly . 5 
pPpall he again offered to their Conſideration. His Citations from 
"Seripture au Antiguity, after. the. briflefti Examination, will 
Be found Juſt and Genuine; and his Reaſonings, from them, Clear 
and Natural; This Edition zudked, in one thing is defecti ve, and 

ſhort of former Editions. It bas not on the Margin the Ci- 

_  Zations 2u:their Or] 12 Lan uage ; the reaſon * le Nculty of 
i £ * Be . bop , ball be the 
* det 11 oli Wi Ro ottees where 
7 ach as are inclin 7 to ner — Originals ,may find the Citations, 


are faith ally marked at the foot of every Page. 7. here is alſo ſub- 


joyn d, the Learned and Acute lngworths Demonſtrati- 
on of the ' Apoſfolic&@faſtieididn ay. Theſe two Trea- 
- |," © vifeh," 8) ſhort a they are, ſeem _ ave fo much evidence in them 
as may make it ſeem reaſonable, af not to grant-a Toleration to 
2 of the Poll Ts f yet te pity og, if. they are " 1,008 
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wur. | ground of Epifobpary't is derived partly kon the Pars 


aud confirmed by Chrj/ himſelf in Hd time of the New. 
The government of the Church of the 20% 8 


- wh COR. 4 to the Pries and Leitet, unto Ne ers 


of the New do now'ſucceed ; in like fore as or Lotd's-day hath 
done unto their Sabbath, that it might be fulfilled w hie Was ſpo 
ken by the Prophet, touching the vocation of the Gentiles. 0 #) 
T will tabs ef them for PriefFs and for Levites, faith the\Dordy 


That the Prie ti were ſuperior to the Levites, no man doubteth; | 


anch een there was not a parity, either beewixt the Prieſts: ot be- 
twixt the Levites themſelves, is manifeſt by the Wotd of God; 
wherein mention is made of the Headi and Raiert both of the one, 
and of the other, 1 Cbren xXxiv. 6. 31. and Exre viii. 29. 

The Levite were diſttibuted into tile three families of the 6. 
Phongtes Cobatbites and Merarites: And over each bf them God ap- 
pointed one Atebon or Ruler, Num un 24, 30% 3 ede Prieſti were 


divided by David into Four and Twenty Sourſes; 1 Chrom, 7 


Ya Who likewiſe had their heads; who in che Hi ſtory- of the 
+fament ate ordinarly: called b, Arebieres or chief of thePriefts; 


Bos clearly diſtinguiſhed® from that ſingular one, be was the 


Type of cut great High Pri, that' r paß into the” Hitvens, Feſu 
tbe Son of God. 


N Biſhops, the one of the Prieſts, the other of the Levires that "dwelt 


in Jeruſalem. The former o expreſl * tetmed by the Greek in the 


14. the latter both by the Greek and Latin Interpreter in che 22 
Verſe, and not without approbacion, of che Scripture it ſelf, which 


3 W — 


a. Z.. 66. 21. by Math, 2 2 4. and 82 24. 19. 15 2 © Heb. D 


1 8 


S115 . 91 1 on Gen * 32 fr ieee 


tern preſcribed by God in the Old Teft amen; and part! 
I from the imitation thereof brought in by the Apples | 


c, Yea in the xl of Nebemy; we find rwo named 


Az 1 ff) te. 


coder he 4 gen word (eld on ſame original in the ola, by 
the e Epiſcope in t 

Of Levi it was {aid by bop ove man 0f God ( 7 J They pat 
| reach Jacob thy judgements, and Iſrael thy Law: they ſball put incen ſe be- 


fore thee, and whole burn ſatrifice upen thine Alrar. Becauſe this latter 


part of their Office hath ceaſed with them, and the. Levitical. Altar 
(the truth prefigured thereby being exhibited ) is quite taken 
away: May not wðwe © re « out of the former par 
{which hath no ſuch typical relation-in it) that our Biſhops a 


Preibyters ſhould be (as the Apoſtle would have them to be) * S 
Didactiloi apt te teach, (5) ee Doctrine both to ex bort e ; 
it fe 


o convince the, gain- ſayers?. Nay and out of: the latter part 
- where God had appointed, that (i) the Prien the Levitei and all the 
Tribe of Levi ſhoald-eat the offerings of abe Lord made by. fire 3. goth: not 
the Apoſtle by juſt Analogy. infer from thence, that for as much as 
(A) they [which waited at tbe Altar, were 
even ſo had the Lord ordained, that they which preached the Label, uri 
live of the Gael. N edt op iet oo e 
With what ſhew-of- reaſon then dan any man imagine, that 5 


was inſtituted by God in the Lam, for meet matter ot Government 
and preſervation of Good order (without all Reſpect of Type 
or ceremony) ſhould now be rejected: in the Gſpel, as a device of 
Antichrif? That what was by the Lord unce, (I) glanted 4 woble 


wine, wholly. a tight ſeed, ſhould\ now. be ſo turned into the "degonerare 


plant of a flrange Vine; that no purging or pruning of it will ſerve 
the turn, but it muſſ be cut dawn Root and Branch, as (m a 


plant which our Heavenly, Father bad never \planted ? ah But nothing 
2 1 — fo familar now à dayes, as to father upon Auticbriſt, prin 
ver in Church matters we do: not find to ſute with" our ow 
mors: The ſaleſt way will he, to conſult bei diente 
in. and hear what he delivereth in the cauſe, 

Tbeſe thing faith be, that hath the Seven Stars, ns. ili. * he 


+ then, we ſee, theſe Store. ; whatſoever: they be. And the 


Ay ert of them he thus further oe unto his beloved Diſci ple. 


4 — 
9. i. * * nde 23.4, — . Math. 15 · 13. 
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partakers. with the Altar; 5 
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50 105. 8. e. Ad. . 32. 10.8 1 "Tim 3. 2. h Tit. 1: 
The 


/\ Sas 


2 Thei ſeg" ove . hers i. 10. From which | words a 


— man, very much devoted to the now ſo bighly admired 


Diſcipline, deduceth this Concluſien:” ( How 
| #be Dignity of true Paſtours, who are both STARS, fixed e L "or 
wens than in the vight band of Chriff; and ANGEL... 


e had conſidered well, that in the Church of GFR (one 6. ; 


the ſever here pointed at Y there were many o Preabyiers; whom the 
HOL Y GHOS T bla made Biſhops or Overſeers, over all that fob 

| To feed the Church of God, which He bad purchaſed with bis 0wn blood. 
And withall he faw,that by admitting one Angel there above the 


reſt (all as well TS! extraordinary Prophets, as q. ordinary Paſtours 4 
being in their own ſeveral ſtations accounted Angeli or Meſtengers of 


the Lord of Hoſts) he ſhould be forced alfo to deine e fe. 
eminency of one Biſop above the other BÞops” (that name being in 
thoſe dayes-r, common unto alt the Previyrers,and'to yeid en 
that ſuch a one was to be eſteemed 153 Star _ In no other firms 
went, . then in the right band if Cbriff.. OR 
"To ſalve this therefore, all the Stari In every. \ Chu 
preſup poſed to be of one magnitude, aud chough thoſe Stars which 
aypifed theſe Angels are ſaid to de but Seven, yet the An 
themſelves muſt be mantained to be fat more in number: A 
fine, where our Saviour faith (/) unte the An gel f the” Church 5 
Epheſui write ; it muſt by no means dee that , an) on 
Angel ſhould be meant hereby, but the whole Coltedpe cf lors 
rather. And all upom a pretenee of a poor ſhew of ſome ſhallow rea- 
ſons; that there was no# ene Avge] of Epheſus, but wary,” and” among 
wlan wot any Principal. © A4 LE 2 ¹ VVT 
Which wreſting of the plain words of onr Saviouf is fo: extream - 
4 violent, char M. Bezs (though every way aszealouſly affeced to 
the Advancement of the new Diſcipline, as was the other) could 
by no means digeſt it: But ingenuouſſy agknawledgeth the meaning 
ol. our Lords direction to hade been ibis, ( Tetbe Angel, that as 
*o the Preſident, as whom is behoved ed. ſpecially 10 be admenifped ſoucbing theſe 


dee is aputhf 1. 20. 0 Act. 205 17. 28. pJadg. 2. 1. Hap. 
2155 Marth. 11,18, q Malach. 2. 7. r Philip, 1. 1. 1 Tim. op . 
Tit. 1, 5, 7. f Revel, 2, 1. * * i 1. 1 * 
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bh. 3. cap. 4. f Pbot: Bibliot. num: 254. 


matter; andy bim both the re ef bu Colleagues, and ib whole.Church 
likewiſe. And chat there was then a ſtanding Preſident over the reſt of 
the Paſtors of Epbeſus, and he the very ſame (as learned Doctor 
Rynolas addeta) with him whom afterward the Fathers called Biſhop 
may further he manifeſt, not only by the Succeſſion of the ficit 
Biſhops of that Chureh, but alſo by the clear teſtimony. of Ignatius: 
Who (within no greater compaſs of time then twelve years al- 
_ recwards ) diſtinguiſheth the ſingulat and conſtant Preſident thereof, 
from the reſt of the Number of the Presbyters by appropriating the 
P , 6” 
As for the former, we find. it openly declared in the general 
Council of Chalcedon, by Leontias Biſhop of Magneſia, that from 
- Timathy ( and fo from the dayes of the N 
continued ſucceſſion of Seven and Twenty Biſhops;all of them ordain- 


ed in Epbeſus : Of which number the Angel of the Church of Epbe- 


ſus, mentioned in the Revelation, muſt needs be one: Whether 
it were:Timgaby himſelf, as 2, ſome conceive ; or one of his next 


© 


Succeſſors, as others rather do imagine. 

For that Timothy had been ſometime, a, the Proe too (which is the 
appellation that (b) Jafin. Mart)r, in his ſecond Apology for Chri- 
ſtians, and (e,) Diony/as of Corinth, not long after him, in his Epi- 


file to the Church of Athens, and (4) Marcellus Biſhop of | Ancyra, 
in his Letters to Julius Biſhop of Rome, do give unto a Bin) or An- 


tiſfes, or Preſident of the Epbeſine Prebytery. is confeſſed by Bex him-. 
felt And that he was ordained the firſt Biſhop of the Church of the 


Epbeſans, we do not only read in the Subſcription of the ſecond 


Epiſtle to Timothy, and the Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory of (e) Euſebins 
but alſo in two ancient Treatiſes concerning the Marty tdom of i- 


worthy; er nameleſs in the Library of (f) Photius; the other 
bearing the name of (2) Polycrates, even of that Polzcrates, who. was 


x Conference with Hart, c. 8. diviſ. 3. y Council, Chalcedon. AB, 


1 T. z vid, Peter in Apocalyſ. Cap. 2. ie Alcaſa: Protem in cap. 


2. J. Apecal Notar: . © Petr: Halloix notar; juvit. Pelycarp. cap. 
7. a Bexa anotat. in 1 Tim. 5. 19. b. Phil, t, 1. C Euſeb, lib. 4. Cap. 


— 
* 


g Polycrat, de martyrio 
Timothei inter vita Senfforum edit, Lovanii anno 1487. 
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not only himſelf Biſhop of this He of Epheſus, but born alſo. ' 
Within Six or Seyen and Thirty years after ö. Jobs wrotethe fore= ET, 

named Epiſtleunto the Angel of that Church: As it appeareth OE 

by rhe, years helwas'of, "when he wrote” char” Epifile "unto Pity — | 
Biſhop of Reme wherein he makechmention of (3) ſeven Kinſwen ©  —-| © 

of ba who bad been Biſhops; he himſelf being the ETH. 

I come nowto the teſtimony of git whom (7) Theodoret,and  - ' =— 

(V Felix Biſhop of Rome, and'{, Job the Chronographer of Anrioch* 14 

report to have been ordained ¶ :: 

cial, Chry/ofom” (who was'a Presby ter of the fame. Church) by w* | | 
the Apofiles in general; and withour all controverſe did fit inthac” EE. 

See, che very fame time wherein that Epiſtle unto be Angel of the 1 
Uburch of Epbeſus was commanded to be Written. e 
In the Iſle of Patmoi had Sr: John his Revelation mani feſted un- 8] 

to him, (n) toward the end of the Empire of Domitjan" as Wen teſti- "> SR 
2th ; of the fourteenth year of his Government, as (e) Eu/tbias „ 

and Hierom ſpeciſie it. From thence there are but twelve years 

reckoned unto the tenth of Trafan: wherein natiu, in that lac 5 bo 
Journey which he made for the conſummation of his glorious Mar- \ 1 

ty rdom at Rome, wrote another Epiſtle upto the felf-fame Chöcehn X47 


1 


of Epheſus in which" he make th mention of their then Biſhop" On- „ 
chat their {q) numerims mulrftadd was received by him in che perfor? 

_ of theie Biſhop Onefinar and (a) bleſſed God for granting unto them 
fach a Biſhop as he Was: doth afterwards put them in mind of their 
I Ducy in concurting with him, as de ſheweth eber worthy Preſs 

ery e e Lach) with thee , x1 

h holy crat. Bpiff ad viiorem.; apud, Buſcb': 14H: ca. 21 Theoderirt | 
1 Diel . k Elin fit. in Epife 4d Zuse , hn, e l. 
ſtantinopob. Act. 1. Tom. 2. Concilior. pag. 2 20, ddit. Binnii an, 1608. 9 
1 Johan Malela Antiocbenas Obronit. lib. 10. M. S mW 
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aud the Preghytery with an undivided mind. 


— 


S A a3 17, eee ee ee 
Fringe are with the orgs nd toward the end exhorteth them to (#) 5 


Ia the fame endes wrote Iasi alſo an Epiſtie unto the 
Church ot Syrus, another of the ſeben, unto whom. thoſe Letter 
are ditected in St. Fob»: Revelation, wherein he alſo x ſaluteth 
theic Biſbop and _ Precbyterie.: exhorting all the People to () folow 
their Biſhop, a Chriſt Feſis did by Father, an d ibe Preibyterie, as the 4. 
polen; and telling them that (z) no man oughr to adminiſter 
the _ Sacraments or da any thing appertaining to the Church 
Without the conſent of the BIh g. 
W do this Biſbop, and what the . was, appeareth by ano- 


ther Epiſtle written a little after. 


S 


the Prezbyters that were with him unto the Philippians, And that the 


lame Poiycarpus, was then alſo Bifpop there, when S7. Joby wrote un- 
to the Ae tbe Church of Smyrna; who can better inform us than 
Irenæu? who did not only know theſe worthy men, (a) who ſuc 


. ceeded Poly car pus in ba See; but alſo b. was preſent, . when be him- 


ſelf did diſcourſe of bis converfation with St. Fobn, and of thoſe 
things which;he beard from thoſe who had ſeen our Lord Jeſus. 
| Polzcarpur, e ſaith he, wr not enlyteught by the Apoſtles, and conver- 
| ſed with,many of theſe that bad ſeen Chriſt, but alſo was by the Apoſtles con- 
ftituted in Ala Biſhop of the Church which u in Smyrus ; whom we our 
ſelves; alſo. did ſee in our Hunter fees er be. continued long: And being 
| wery aged, be mo#t gforienſy and ne PG: 1 
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Now being ordain 


could there be meant by the Angel of the Church in Smprna? in which 
that he ſtill held his Epiſcopal Office unto the time of his Marty rdom 


by this Teſtimony, which the Brethren of the Church of Smyras, 
who were | preſent at his Suffering, gave unto him. (4) He was - 


£5 


penſ 4 Len. adverſe bereſ. lib. z. i b 
ibid. &. 


- 


Euleb. lib. 5. ] 4d Vittorem, Iren. lib. 3. cap. 3. vid. 
eb. lib. 4. biſt. cap. 16. 42 | 


— 


rom Smyrna, by * Poljcarpms and. 


ering Martyn dum, deparied [ bu 


, e 

gp Biſhop of Smyrna by the Apoſt es; who had 
finiſhed their courſe, and departed out of this Life, before St..Fobn 
(the laſt ſurviver of them) did write his Revelation: who but he 


Y 3 EN : 2 * : 2 * 2 > IJ i # 4 4 . . KA 11 18 8 2 © > 7 5 * & 53 8 Py * * 

u Lid. X IA is epift, ad Smyrn, y Bid: z Ibid. * Polycarp epift. ad Ph * 
4 in epiſt. ad. Florinum: 5 7052 

u- 


ycarpi, Euſ. 


the moſt admirable man in our times, an Apoſtolical and Propbetical Dacłor 
and Biſhop of the'CatholickChurch which i inSmyrna.Whereunto we may 
addthe like of PolycratesBiſhop of Epheſus, who lived alſo in his time, 
and in his Neighbourhood, affirming (e) Polycarpus to have been 
"both Biſhop and Martyr in Smyrna. So ſaith he in his Synodical Epiſtle 
directed unto Victor Biſhop of Reme, about 29 years after the Mar- 
tyrdom of Polycarpus ; he himfelf being at that time 65 years of 
OO ͤ ⁵ „%% EN 
by er the very ſame time wherein Polycratet wrote this Epiſtle 
unto Victor, did Tertullian publith his book of Preſcriptions againſt 
Hereticks : wherein he avoucheth againſt them that f as the Church 
of Smyrna had Poly carpus placed there by John, and the Church of Rome 
Clement ordained by Peter; ſo the reſt of the Churches alſo did ſhew what 
Biſhops they had received by the appointment of the Apoſtles, to traduce the 
Azpoffolical ſeed unto them. And ſo before him did ſrenæus urge againſt 


tbem (g) the ſucceſſions of Biſhops, unto whom the Apoitles committed the 
charge of the Church' in every place, (b) For all the Hereticks, ( ſaith 


he) are much later than thoſe Biſhops, unto whom the Apoſtles committed 
the Churches. And (i) ws are able to number thoſe who Ly the Apo- 
files wereordained Biſhops in the Churches, and their Succeſſors unto our 
days; who neither taught nor knew any ſuch thing as theſe men dream of. 

For proof whereof, he bringeth in the Succeſſion of the Biſhops 
ol Rome, from 4k) Linas (unto whom tha Bleſſed Apoſtles commit- 


ted that Eyiſcopacy) and Anacletus (by others called Cletus) and 


"Element ( who. did both ſee the Apoſtles and conferred with them ) unto 


Þ (0) Eleutberius ; who when Ireneus wrote, bad the Charge of the Biſhop- : 
 #1ck in the twelfth place after the Apoſtles, Concerning whom, and 


the Integrity which then continued in, each other ſucceflion from 
the Apoſt es days, Hegeſppas, who at the ſame time publiſhed his 


Hiſtory of the Church, ſaith thus, (m) Soter ſucceeded Anicetus, and 
ter bim was Eleuteriut. New, in every Succeſſion, and in every City, all 


things ſo tand, as the Law and the Propbets and our Lord dopreach. 


d Polycrat. epiſt ad Victorem: apud Euſeb. lib. 5. bit. f Tertul. de 
preſcript. cap. 32. vid. & ej uſd. lib. 4- contra Marcion. cap. 5. g Iren. 
lib. 4. adverſ. Hereſ cap. 63. h Id. lib. F. cap. 20. i Id. lib. 3. cap. 

3. K 1d ibid. | Ibid, m Heg eſip. * Eule b. lib. 4. /. cap. 22. £ : 
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And more particularly concerning the Church of Corinth; (n) 
after he had ſpoken of the Epiſtle written unto them by Clement, 
for tbe repreſſing of ſome Factions 'wherewith they were at that 
time much troubled (which gave him occaſion to tell them, that 
s the Apoſtles, of whom he himſelf was an hearer, had perfect in- 
telligence from our Lord Jefus - Chriſt; of the contention that ſhould 
-ariſe abut the name of Epiſcopacy ? he declareth, that after the appea- 
fing of this tumult, p the Church of the Corinthians continued in 
the right way, until the days of Primus, whom he did viſit in his 
[Failing towards Rome. Which Primus had for his Succeſſor that fa- 
mous Djon;/iu:, whoſe Epiſtle to the Church of the Athenians hath 
been before nominated; wherein he put them in mind of q the firſt 
'Bifhop that had been placed overthem, even Dionyſius the Areopa- 
gite, (r) St. Pauls own convert, a thing whereof they could at that 
time have no more cauſe to doubt, than we ſhould have, if any 
«queſtion were now made of the Biſhops that were here in King 
| Edward the VI. or Queen Marys days: I might alſo fav, in the 
j py middle of theReign of Queen Elixabeth her ſelf; if with (/) Baro- 
* nis,; I would produce the Arerpagite's Lite unto the Government f 
I | :the Emperour Hadrian. neon oi ont Far ad po, 
"hk This Hegeſppus, living next after the firſt Succeſſion of the Apo- 
=  iMles ( as (t) Euſebius noteth ) and being himſelf a Chriſtian « of the 

Race of che Hebrews ; was careful to record unto Poſterity theſtate 

ot the Churgh of Jeruſalem in the days of the Apoſtles, and the 

alteration that followed after their departure out of this Life, 
Where firſt he ſheweth, that (x) James the Brother of our Lord, 
_ *ſurnamed the Ju, did govern that Church together with the Apo- 
tles: yet ſo (as by Clement of Alexandria, who wrote ſome twen. 

ty years after him, further addeth (that he had this preferment e- 

ven before che three prime Apoſtles, Peter and the two Sons of Ze. 


n Euſeb. lib. 4. Hiffor. cum lib. 3. O Clemen. epiſt. ad Corintb. pag. 57. 
edit. D. Patricii Junii, p Hegeſip. apud Euſeb. lib. 4. q. Dionyſ. 
Corim b. ad ud cund, Euſeb. lib. 3. & lib 4. r AB. 17. 34. 1 Baron: Annal. 
vom. 2. ann. 120. t Euſeb. lib. 2. u Euſeb-lib, . fn. x Hegeſip. Com- 


aumnevtarior. lib. 5. apud eund. Euſeh. lib. 2 cap. 23. y Clemen. in libre We 


| : bedee > V2 


— 


bedee ¶ James and Fobn) to be choſen the peculiar Biſop of Feruſ@+ 
dem, the then Mother Church of the Wot[! ClCld. 5 


— : 


After the death of James the Just, (z) Hegeſippus dec! areth that 


Simeon the Son of Clopæs or Cleopbas was conſtituted Biſhop, and fo 
sontinued until the days of the Emperor Trajan: under Whom he 
ſuffered a glorious Marryrdom (about the fame time that Ignatia; 


_ did ) being then an hundred and twenty yearsof Age; and by that 


account born before the lncarnation of our bleſſed Saviour. Where, 
the Obſervation of this prime Hiſtorian is not to be paſſed over: that 


2 until thoſe times the Church was called a Virgin: as being not 
yet corrupted with the overſpreading of heretical Doctrine. For 


 howſoever hereſies did ſpring up before, yet they were ſo kept down 


by the Authority of the Apoſtles and the Diſciples who had heard 
dur Lord himſelf.preach; that the Authors and fautors thereof were 


not able to get any great head, being forced { by the authority of- 


ſuch oppoſites ] tolurk in'obſcurity. 
But as ſoon as all that Generation 
thers, and none of thofe were leſt who had the happineſs to hear 


the gracious words that proceed ed from the Lords own mouth: the 


Heretic ls taking that advantage, began to entet into a kind of com- 


bination, and with open face publickly to maintain the [LI eppoſiri- 
ont of their ſcience falſly ſo called [from whence they aſſumed unto them- 


fel ves the name of Gvoſticks, or men of knowledge ] againſt the 
pteaching of that Truth which by choſe who were [| c} eyewitneſſes: 
and Miniſters of the Word had been d ONCE delivered untotbe Saints. 
Je] The firſt beginner of which conſpiracy was one Thebuths: who 
had at the firſt been bread in one of the ſeven ſect: into which the 
people of the Fews were in thoſe days divided; but afterwards, be- 
cauſe he miſſed of a Biſhoprick unto which he had aſpired, [ this 
of Feruſalem, as it may feem ; whereunto Juſta, after the death of 


Symeon, was preferred befote him ] could think of no readiera a 


was gathered unto their. Fa-. 


— 


way throughly to revenge himſelf of this difgrace, than by raiſing 


up the like diſtractions among the Chriſtians. Which as, in the ef- 


ec, it ſhewed the malignity of that ambitious Sectary: fo doth it, 
2 Atud Euſeb. lib. 4. cap. 22. Vide eund, lib. 3\ cop; 11. C 32. a He- 


geſip. apud eund. lib. 3. cap. 32. b 1 Tir. 6, 20. CG Luk. r. 2. d Fude : 


'v. 3. e Hegeſip. apud Euſeb. lib. . cap. 22 


— 
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* in the . W withal his; great abe "that in. choſe early. 1 
| day's was had of Epiſcopacy.”* . '-\ + 003-5, mo 
| When Hegeſippus wrote this Ecclefſtical Hiſtory: 0 the ancienceſt fa 
> any, ſince the Acts of the Apoſtles ) Eleutberiu as we heard be- 440 
Iore, was Biſbop of the Church of Rome: unto whom an, | ©; 
= .-- King of the Britains (as our Bede relateth ) ſent un Epiß le; defaringthat | -— 


| y 'bis mean: be might be made Chriſtian, who preſently obtained the effett 
= . bis pious requeſt © and the. "Btitains kept the Faith then received, ſaund 
3 | and undefiled in quitt peace, until the times of Diocleſian the Emperor, B 
whoſe bloody perſecution the Faith and Diſci pline of our Brit 
Churches was not vet ſo quite extinguiſhed; but that within ten 
years after (and eleven before c lie firſt General Council ol Nice) 
three of our Biſhops were płeſent, and ſubſecibed unto the Council pol 
of Arles (g) Eborius of York, Reſtitutus of London, and Adelfius of Col- | F; 
 cbefter ; if that be it which is called there Colonia Londinenſium. The 1 
_ firſt root of whoſe Succeſſion we muſt fetch beyond Eleusberiu, and 
as high as St. Peter himſelf ; if it be true, that he ( b) conſtituted Chur- 
"bes bere, and ordained Biſhops, Presbyeers and: Deacons in them ; as Sy- 
meon Met apbraſtes relateth out of ſome part of 09 Euſebins as it 
ſeemeth chat is not come unto our hands. | act 
But, to ceturn unto che Angels of the ſeven Churches; mentioned in — 


the Revelation of dt. Fobn ; by what hath been ſaid, it is apparent, | Bi 
that ſeven ſingular Biſhops, who were the conſtant Preſidents over 3 
thoſe Churches, are pointed at under that name. For other ſure on 
they could not be, if all of them were caſt into one mould, and dt 
were in the ſame quality with Poljcarpus, the then Angel of the Church = ce 
f Smyrna: who without all queſtion was ſuch, if any credit may fo 
de given herein unto thoſe that ſaw him and were well ——_—_— ſel 
With 0 =” 
And as Tertullian in abxprefs terms affirmeth 1150 to have been pla- 1 

Lb there by St. Febn himſelf (in theteſtimony before alledged out Fi 
_ his (&] Preſcriptions ; 3 fo doth he Ale where from the Order |. 8 
316 Bed. biß. Eceleſi aft. le. lib. 1. cap. 4. g Tom, 1. Concilaor.Gal- 4 1 
lia, 4 Sirmindo edit pag. 9. h Metapbraſf. Commenter... de Petro & I. 
Paulo; 4d diem 29. Junii. id. k Tertul. Præſcript. c. 32. Similiter & 3 
HFlierony mus i Catal: ſcript. Ecleſia . cap. 17. by Poly cures oh Ni- M 


en bb. 3. tip. e FP; th EO e | 
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Neither dothi:the ancient Writer of the tyrdo . 
mentioned by Pbatius, mean any other by thoſe ſeven Biſhops; * 


— — 


e i b 
A: a > - * _ 


— 


the ſucceeding Biſhops, not obſcurely intimate, that thereft of that 
number were to be -referred unto the fame defcent. (1) Me haute, 
ſaich he, the Churches that were bred by Jolin. For alrbough Marcion 


4oõ reject ba Revelation: et the order of the Biſhops reckoned up unto theiy 


Original, vil and for John to be their Founder. 


of the 'Martyrdom of Timothy 


whoſe aſſiſtance he ſaith St. Jeb» did uſe, after his return from Par- 
mos, in the Government of the Metropolis of the Epheſians. ' For 
() being revoked from bis Exile, ſaith he, by the ſentence of Net va, be 


- 


| betook himſelf to rhe: Metropolis of Epheſui ; and being aſſiſted with ibe pres 
| ſence of SEVEN Biſhops, be took upon bim the Government of the Metro- 


Poli of the Epheſians ;- and continued preaching the word of Piety, until be 
Empire of Trajan. 1 5 PATHS Leg FS] pela: . N 8 e ee 
That he remained with the Epheſians and the reſt of the Brethren 
of Alia, until the days of Trajan, and that during the time of his a- 
| bode with them, he publiſhed his Goſpel; is ſufficiently wieneſſed 
by (u) Ireneus. That upon his return from the Iſland after the deatn 

of Domitian, he applyed himſelf to the Government of the Church- 

es of Af, id confiem ed like wile both by (o) Euſebius, and by (5) Hi- 

erom: Who further addeth, that () at the earneſt intreaty of the 
Biſhops of Afis he wrote there his Goſpel. , 


And that he hi aſelf alſo, being free' from his baniſhment, did i 


ordainBiſhops in diverſe Churches, is cleatly teſtified by Clement of 
Alexandria, who lived in the next Age after, and delivereth it as a 


certain Truth, which be had fegeived from thoſe who went be- 


fore him, and could not be far from the time wherein the thing it 


ſelf was acted. (7) When St, Jobs, faith he, Domitian the Tyrant be- 


ing dead, removed from i be Hana of Patmos unto Epheſus, by the Intrea- 


. ſome be went alſo unto the neg bbouring Natisons ; in ſome places con- 
 ſtituting Biſhops, in otbert founding whole Churches. n 


18 | — 


I Tertul. adverſ. Marci on. lib. 4. c. J. m Phot. Bibliorbee. num. 
254. un Irenæus adverſ. bæreſ. 2. cap. 39. ew. lib. 3. e. 1. & 3. 0 
Eufeb. lib 3. bif. cap. 23. p Hieronym, in Catal. ſcrip. Eceleſ. c. 9. 
q Id. ibi &. Præfot. is Euangel. Matthæi. r n 
E732} - - 00” 


N : ww. 4 


Michaelis Gbiſterii. Euſeb. bif, lib. 3. cap 23. 
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6 
Among theſe neighbouring Churches was that of Hierapoli: which 
had Papiar placed { Biſhop therein. That this man was t a hea- 


rer of St. Fobn, and a companion of Polycarpus, is- teſtified by his 


own Schollar (2) Irenæus, and that he converſed with he x D iſci- 
ples of thTApoſtles, and of Chriſt alſo; he himſelf doth: thus de - 
clare, in the Proeme of the five books which he intituled, A decla- 


ration of the words of the Lord /) If any upon occaſion of the Presbyters, 


which bad accompanied the ApoFtles, did come; 1 diligently enquired 
what were the ſpeeches which the Apoſiles uſed, what Andrew, or what 
Peter didſay. or what Philip, or Thomas, or James, or John, or Mat- 
thew, or ſome other of. the Diſciples of the Lord; and the things that Ari- 
* tion and John the Elder, our Lords Diſciples did ſpeak. The two laſt of. 
whom he often cited by name inthe Proceſs of the work; relating 
the Paſſages in this kind which he had heard from them. - 
Neither can any Man be fo fimple as to imagine, that in the 
language of Clement Alexandrinus the name of a Bifhop ſhould import 
no more then a bare Prezbyrer ; Tf he conſider, that not the 4 dif- 
ference only betwixt Presbyters, Biſhops and Deacons, is by him ac- 
knowledged; but further alſo, that the Diſpoſition of their three 
Offices in his judgement, doth carry with it þ an #mitation of the- 


Angelical Glory. I o ſay nothing of the Emperour Hadrian: Who), 


hard upon the time of the forenamed Papias, writing unto the 
. Confal Servianus touching the ſtate of things in Ægypt, maketh di— 


ſtinct mention in his Letter, of c the Preibyters of the | Ghriftians, - 


and of thoſe d, who call themſelves the Biſops of Chrip. _. + 
And thus having deduced Epiſcopacy from the Apoſtolical times; 


and declared, that tbe Angels of the Seven Churches were no other, 


but ſuch as in the next age after the Apoſtles were by the Fathers 
tetrmed Biſhops: we ate now further to enquire, why theſe Churches 


T Euſeb. Ih. 3. bi#2. cap. 35. Hieron. Catal, ſcripe. Eccleſiaft, cap. 18. 


Ee Chroni. ad ann. Trajani 2. t Irenzvs adverſ. bereſ; lib. 5. ap. 33. 
a -Hieronym.  epift. 29. ad Theodoram. x trenzus lib. 5. cap. 36 


meminit. y #pud Eufeb, lib. 3. bit, 2 Euſcb. 15i4. a Clem. Alex. 
Pzdagog. lib. 3. cap ult, bd. Stromar. lib, 6. c Nemo Chriftianorum 
Prebyter, Hadrian Epiſt. ad Servian. apud Pl. Vopiſc. in uita Sa- 


munini. d Qui ſelc briſti Epiſcopos dirunt. ibid. it: 
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are confined unto the number of Seven, in the Superſcription f 
that Apoſtolical Epiſtle prefixed before the Book of the Revelation. 
I 8 e] John to the ſeven Churches in Aſia: Grace be unto you and peace. where 
S. Jobn diceRing-his Letters unto them thus indefinitely, without 
any mention of their particular Names; cannot by common in- 
tendment be conceived to have underſtood any other thereby, but 
ſuch as by ſome degree of eminency were diſtinguiſhable trom all 
the reſt of the Churches that were in A; and in ſome fort alſo 


— 


5 


did comprehend all the reſt under tlem. . IL. 
For taking As here in that ſtriger ſenſe, wherein the New Te> 
ſtament uſeth it, as denoting the Lydian Aſia alone of the circuit 
-Whereof I have treated F elſewhere more particularly ] it is not 
to be imagined, that after ſo long pains taken by the Apoſtles and 
their Diſciples in the Husbanding of that part of the Lords Vine- 
yard, there ſhould be found no more but Sever Churches therein 
cefpecially ſince S. Paul that Cg) wiſe maſter builder profeſſeth, that? 
he had here [G] a great door and effectual opened unto bim: and S. Lule 
teſtifleth accordingly, that (5) all bey wöieb dwelt in Aſia beard the | 
word of the Lord Feſus, both Fews and Greet; ſo migbtih grew ibe 
word of God and prevailed, Which extraordinary bleſſing of Go) up- 
on his labours, moved the Apoſtle co make his Reſidence & in 
«thoſe parts for the ſpace of three years : Wherein he . ceaſed not ta warn 


* 
| Rn - 


"every one night and day with tears | R 
So that in all reaſon we are to ſuppoſe, that theſe ſeven Chutches 

( compriſing all the reſt within them) were not bare Parochial ones, 
or ſo many: particular Congregations : but Diaceſan Churches (as We 
.uſe to call them) if not Metropolitical rather, For that in (9) Lao- 
dicea, Sardis, Smyrna, Epheſus and (m) Pegamus, the Roman go- 

vernours held their Courts of juſtice, to which all the Cities and 

_ Towns about had, recourſe for the ending of their ſutes; is noted 1 
by Pliny. And beſides theſe (which were the greateſt ) Ihratings e 
is alſo by () Prolomy expreſly named a Metropol: As Pbiladei- | 
pbia allo is; in the 6 Craik Acts of che Council of Cenſtantinopole . 


* 3 0 
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e Rev. . 4. f Diſquſit. rouching the Aſia properly ſo called, &E, J 
2g 1 Cor. 3. 10. h 1 Cor. 16. 8, 9. i. AG. 19. 10, 20. Kk 4. | 
20. 18, 31. 1 Plin. lib. 5. bi. Natur. cap, 29. m ibid. C. 30. n 
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held under Mens. Which giveth us good ground to conceive, *4q 

; that the ſeven Cities, in which tbeſe - ſeven Churches had their 2 

| ſeat, were all of them Metroplitical, and ſo had relation unto the 0 

. reſt of the Towns and Cities of Aſia, as unto Daugbrers riſing un- 4 
Ker hen. U eats To 1 


2. 
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Phis Lydian Aſia was ſepatated from Caria by the river Meander.: 
pon the Banks whereof Magne/ia and Trallis were ſeated, to the 
'Chriſtians whereof Ignatia directed two of his Epiſtles; wherein 
he maketh mention of Damæ Biſhop of the one Church, and Poly- 
bias Biſndp Cor (p ) Ruler, as Euſebius callethi him) ot the other, 
whom they had ſent to viſite him at Smyrna, adding withal in that 
to the Trallians his uſual admonitions, (0 Be ſub jr to the Biſhop as 
ts the Lord: and (>) to the Presbytery, as to the Apofiles of Feſus Chriſt 
dur bepe. (/) He that doib any thing without the Biſhop and the Preiby- 
ters and the Deacons, ſuch an one # defiled in Conſcience, (t) Fare ye well 
in Feſus Chriſt; being ſubject to the Biſhop, and likewiſe tothe Prethyters, 
Wherein we may note, chat within twelve years after mention 
of the ſeven Churches made in the Apocaiypt (for then as hath been 
ſhewed, were theſe Epiſties of Ignatius written ) other Epiſcopal 
cities are found in the ſame Lydian Aſia, and two ſuch, as in after 
times are well known to have been «,- under the Government of 
the Metropolitan of Epheſus. But whether this ſubordination were 
as ancient as the daves of Ignatius ( whole Epiſtles. are extent unto 
theſe three Churches] and ( x ) Damas the then Biſhop of Magne- 
fa, with Polybius of Tralla. were at that time ſubject toOneſimys the 
1 Biſhop of Epheſus, might well be doubted: But that the ſame Ig 
. | ius directeth one of his Epiſtles unte the Church ( which bad pre- 
| f fedency in the place of the Region of the Romani; and in the body there · 
 _ of doth attritiute unto himſelf che Title of the Biſhop of Syria. Where- 
by, as he intimatech himſeit to have been not only the Biſhop of 
Antioch, hut alſo of the reſt of the Province of Syria, which was 
under that et ropelu, ſo doth he likewiſe not obſcurely ſigniſie that 


7 


mY | p 


1 We Euſeb. lib. 3. biſt. Cob: 35. q Ignat: epift.. ad Trallian. r. 
Iubid. 1 Ibid, t lbid. u Ordo Mecropolicar, in Append: - Geograph: 
_ facr? Catoli a S: Paulo pag: 11: & in Tom: 1: Juris Græco Roma- 
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: ni: a Jo: Leunclavio edit: pag: 90. x Euſeb, lib. 3. biff: cap 35. | © 
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| the Biſhop ofRomehad at that Tresen over che Churches 
cat wete a the [ ] Urbicarian Region, as che Imperial Conſtituti: | 
ons, or the * Rowan Province, ag the Acts of the fiſt Council of | 
What that Ubricarian Region was, I will 
| Whether Faris only, wherein Rowe it felf Whs|ruated [which in the 
_ dayes of Ipwatius was one intire Region, but afterwards divided into 
TNTuſeia, Suburbriraria. and Anon æria J or the Territory. wherein the 
Præfectu, Urbs did exerciſe his jurisdiaion .C which! was confined * | 
_ within the dompaſs of a Handed Miles about the City) cn 
that, thoſe other Provinces alſo whereuntso the Authority of Me 
- Vitarius Urbò did extend; or laſtly the circuit within which thoſe - SY 
69 Biſhopricks were contained that (a) were immedinly ſubjeck 174 
F eo: the Biſhop of Rome, and frequently called to his Synod 3 The 
. Names whereof are found Regiltered' in the Records of that Church. 
Ihe Antiquity of which number, as it may in Tome fort receive 
| confirmation from the Rowan Symodof ſeventy Biſhops field under G. 
lafuiiſo for the diſtinction of theBiſhops which belonged to the Ci. 
ty. of Rome, from thoſe that appertained to bah, we have a far 
more ancient teſtimony from the Edict of the Emperour Aurelian: | 
ho in che controverſie that aroſe betwixt Paulus Samaſatenus uu 1 
Duos fot the houſe Which belonged unte dhe Church of Autizeh, 
commanded that ie ſhould be delivered to them, ł, to whom the | 
_ Biſhops of ſtaly and Rome ſhould by their Letters declare that it 
oughr' to be given. Which diſtinction, aſwell in the foreciced.c, 
Ack of che Council of Arles, as in the Epiſtles of the (4 Surdi- 
5 can Synod and (e) Atbanafius, may likewiſe be obſerved +: The 
Name of #aly being in a more ſlrict ſenſe applyed therein to the 
| ſewen Provinces, which were under the Civil Iurisdicion of the 
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| 235787 iu chat paſſage .of. the Emperour Hadrian, Epiſtle unto 
De is the Der) Patriarch bimelf when be cometh into E- 175 
* He & by ſow: compell d $9, adore Seragu, and Hauben, rc wuthbip Chrifh, 
of upon his Eg into Egypt 


. Rae tine of perſecution ; he ſhould ſy 
| beathen labouring to 


| his. own Chriftia a flock on che ohter tide ſtriving tO keep himcon- 


_ Churches of God: that (5 ) whereas lung fince-in all 
| In, #l. Cities ;Biſhops bad been ordained, in age ancient ſound in Fairb, tr 


— — — ere ee ern ogg. — — 88 — 


Vitariu l of 1 and the \Ecdlohatical of of ths Biſhop 
of Milian. 44 | 8 


And ir is well worth the obſer, rving, that che ae ofakaiinen 5 


-Goundilo Nice i confirming. this kind of. primacy, in the 


Biſhops of Alexandria, me and Antisch, and #1 1a the . 


| Tans of other Princes: do make, their entrance into that Canon with 


Let the. AN GLEN T cuftomi con- 
e "Which ; as it cargo the. Aociquity, dt the Metropelitical 
Jax isdicti 2n of ne. Biſhop of: Rome, fo dath it like wi confirm the 
thole, who congeive the Metropolitan of-Alexaudrie to 


Jt, cithet from bis bes 
Lybia and Penta po Which chis fe ee Canon ſhe weth to 
95 ye ol old belonged upto his i Fan 9 — ſtom his flight in that pre: 
this Diſtractibm : The | 
compel him to the worſhip-.of Seraps, and 


fant in the l Cbrili- Foc. that either the Heathen had 

Will, orthe Cheiltians power at that time to force the Taub Pa- 

ttiarch' Cef whom ſome do underſtand the place ) to the adarat> | 
'on of Chrif ; bath no manner of probability in it. 

That part alſo. of the Canon, which ratifieth the ancient. 75 "way 

of Metropolitans. of all other Province & Day ale epson n 


us the meaning of that cqmplaint which,lome;/Threeſcore und T 
Kea . 696885 time of this Sy nod be nd Ten 


ee the onen e by. his cn 


roushtupon the 


opr: over their beads, Namely tubers! 


in e 800 41 in perſecution; yet took be 1 $0: create 
Te. .and Metropoliten, in every Province, FE 
n 


op in evety 


Africk at that tims, although there: were mine; civil Provin= | 
_ » FInces, yet was there 


one Eccleſiaſtical: whereof Cyprian him, 


 Jelfwas (i) AGES: as the Fathers of the Trullan Sy nod e 


og EO OE «th 


f one. Niean. 1. Can. 6... g "Hadrian, Epil. gay e. 
'Vopit: in Stfurnino: 8 6 Epif. 85 1 Cencil, Conſtanti 
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bim. Tr pleaſed;faich be in one of his Epiſfles, (i) all be Biſhops con. 

_ itgted Githe# in our Provinee or begond the Sea; intimating. thereby, , 
that all the Biſhops which were on his fide the Sea did belong unto. 


— 


— 


one Province l. For our Provines, ſaith he in another place, is ſpread 
more larꝑehy, baving Numidia alſo, and both the Mautitania's annexed 


unto ir. Whence that. great Council aſfembled. by bim for deter- 


miging the queſtion toucbing the bapiiſing of thoſe that had been 


y 


baptized by the-Hereticks, isſaid to be gathered w*our of the Pros 
vince of Afrita, Numidia, and Mauritania. Fot howloever in the ci- 
vil government, the Procon ſulor Africa © wherein Carthage was fea- 


ted) Numidia'and borh' the” Mair itanies ( Sitifenſit and Ceſarienſe } 
_ were accounted three diſtin Provinces: Yet in the -Fcclefiaſtical 


Adminiſtration they were joyned together and made but one Pro- 


vince, immediatly ſubject to che Merropolitical Jutisdiction of the 


prime See of Carthage. 


” . 
9 


Some thereeſcbre years before this Africas Council was held by 


Cyprian, thoſe other Provincial Sy nods were affembled by the Me- 


tropolitans of ſundry Nations, för che compoſing of the Paſchal 


controverſie, then hotly purfued: And among. the reſt, that in 
our Neighbour country, out of » the Pariſhes (for fo, in the an- 
cient language of the Church, thoſe precinds were name "which | 
now we call-Dizceſes') of which Ir eveus had the. ſuperintendency ; 


hence alſo he wrote that free Epiſtle unto Vidler Biſhop of Rome, 


Co) in the Perſon of thoſe Brethren over whow be was Prelident. Ar 


rat. Conltantinop* Collar, 8. 


which time (and before) the p . moſt famous Metropolis, of that | | 


Country, and fo the 3 moſt eminent Churches therein, were Ly- 
ont and Vieme ; in the one whereof Irenaw was then no lefs re- 


4 


nowned a Prelat then Cyprian was afterwards in Africa. 


Dioneyſiu the famous {Biſhop of Corinth, was elder chan they, who * 


among many other Epiſtles, ditected one (7) to the Church of G. 


tyna, and all the reſt of the Churches of Crete; whetein he ſaluted 


cheir Biſhop: Phu. Whereby it appeareth, chat at that time, as 


well as in the Ages following, (J) Gratins was the Metropolis, and 


Cyprian Epiff. 49. 1 1d. Fpift.. 45. m Ex provincin: Africa, Ns 


midia, Mauritania, Conciſ. Gy priani. n Euſeb. Hifor, lib. x. 


* 


tap. 23. o Ibid. \cap. 26. p bid. cap. 1, q Id. Did. Theodoret im 
Atrepto. r 1d, lib. 4. cap. 23. [ Subſcripe Concil. Chalcedon. AR, 


6. & Concil. Conſtantinop ſub Mena, Act. 5. & Sy nodi v. gene- 
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'the Biſhop thereof che Metropolitan of all the reſt of charwholetfland, | 
Which kind of ſuperiatendency there, Euſebius {the ancienteſt Ex- 
dcleſiaſtical Hiſtorian now extant ) deriveth from the very times of 
Tum; whom, out of the Hiſtories chat were before his time, he 
relateth to have held &). the Bifhoprick of the Churches in bxete. | 
With whom the Grecians of after times do fully concur ;z as appea> oh 


reth both by the Subſcription annexed by them unto the Epiſtſe of 
St. Paul (u) to Titus; ordained ( as there they ſay) the firſt Biſhop : 
ok the Church of the Cretians.; and by the argument prefixed by "ns 
them before the Teme, ſpeaking of him to the ſame effect, that () Ln 
be was by Paul ordained Biſhop of that great .countrey, and bad commiſion th 
0 ordain the Biſhops that were under bim, which they gather out of 2 
thoſe words of St. Paul unto him. ) For ib cauſe left I thee in th 
Trete, hat thou Mouldeſt ſet in order the things that are wanting, and or- | tt 
; Hain Elders in ever) city, as I bad appointed thee, Out of Which M. F. 
ts | Calvin collecteth this doctrine unto us for che general. We learn out Pi 
of tha place, tbat there was not then ſuch an-equality-berwixt the Mini ters ar 
of the Church, but that there Was ſome one who was Preſident over there 191 
both in authority and in Counſel. And St. Chryſofom, for the particular be 
df Tim, (2) Had be noi been an dpproved man, be would net have com- 


T | "mitted #hat whole aud unte bim-: be would not have commanded bim to 
„ [apply the tbings that were MefeBlive ; be would not have committed uno 
bim the judgement of ſo many Biſhop:, if he bad not had very great conſi- 
"dence is the man. And Biſhop Jewel upon him again. Having the 
Government of many Biſhops, what may we call bim but an Areb- Biſhop? 
Which is not fo much to be. wondered at, when we fee that tbe 
[Biſhops of another Iſland ſtick not (and that without any controul) 
| to deduce the ordination of their Metropolitan from the A poſtolick 
: times, in the face of the whole General Council of -Epheſws,. For 
wWhereas the Patriarch of Antioch did claim anintereſt in the ordai- 
"ning of the Metropolitan of Cyprus: The Biſhops of that Iſland pre- 
= "ſcribes to the contrary, that / from the time of he. boly Apoſtles it 
rould never be ſhewed, that the-Biſhop of Antioch was ever preſent at any 


- 14 lib. 3. cap. 1. u bid. x Theodoret. argument. #piſt. . 
Ist. 1. Homil. 1. b. Conſi. Epheſin . Ad. 7. 


[ach ordination, or did ever communicate tbe grace of Ordination to that - 
fand; and that the former Biſhops of Conſtantia (the Metropolis of 
Cyprus) Troilm, Sabinin, Epipbauius, (e) and all the -boly and Orthodox 
' Biſhops which were before them, ever ſince the hily Apoſtles, were conftitu- 
ted by thoſexwbich were in Cyprus, and therefore deſitęd that d) ar im © 
the beginning um the times ef the' Apoſtles, and by the conſtitutions and 
| Canons of the moſt boly and great Synod of Nice, the Synodof the Cypri= © 
an Biſheps remained untouched and ſuperior to privy underminings and opeetk e 
power; ſo they might ſtill be eontinued in the poſſeſſion of their an N 
cient right? Wherenpon tlie Council eondemninꝑ the attempt of 
the Biſhop of Antioch, ase àn innovation brought in againſt tbe Eecleſia- 
ical laws and the Canons of the bely Fathers; dict not only order, 
that (H rhe Governours of the Churches 1þbich were in Cyprus ſhould keep 
their own Right intire and inviolable, according to the Canons of the holy 
Fathers and their ancient cuſtom: but alſo (g for all other Dioceſſes and 
Provinces whereſoe ver; that no Biſhop ſhould intrude himſelf into 
any other Province, which had not formerly, and p̃om the ein- 
ning been under him or his predeceſſors. sw 
1 - The beginning of which kind of Subordination of many Biſhops 


uynto one chief, if it were not to be derived from Apoſtoſical right; 
| vet it is by Beæs fetched.4 -frgm the fame light of Nature and en-. 
| forcement of Neceſsity, whereby men were at firſt induced to en- 

; ter into conſociations, ſubjected one unto another; and by Bucer 

; acknowledged to have (:)beer conſentaneous to the Law of Cbriſt, and to 
have been done by the right of the bog». of Chriſt; and by all men muſt 

. be confeſſed to be conformable to the Pattern delivered by God 

) _ unto, Meſes.. For having ſet apart the three Families of the Levites 

For his own Ser vice, and conſtituted a Chief (as we have heard 

p over every of them: He placed immediatly over them all, not 44 

. ron the Higb Prjgſt, but Eleazar his Son, laying, () Eleazar, the ſax 

— % Aaron the. Priet},.ſball be chief over the chief of the . Levites.; and ba ve 

F ' the overſight of them that keep the charge of the Sauctuar x. 

7 pP 


_Inreſpee of whichoverſight, as he Bach by the. Septwaginr, war. 


— 0 — . — — — N | * 
" | 6 lbid, d lbid. e Jbid.” V Ibid. g Bid. h Beza de diverſ. gradib, 
9 migiſtr. contr, Sgrav cap. 24. ſet 4. i. A. Bucer. de vi & uſu S. Mi. 
| , iſßerii. inter [cripta ejur Anglicana, pag. 565, K Num. 3. 32. 
; * 3 «e 
F 


— ——— • öküUꝛ]ꝛ EE EE EY 


-. - . 5 by 9 


 ratitably enough by the Word of God, given unto: him the na me 
_ of Ia Biſhop: ſo the Holy Ghoſt having vouchſafed to honour him 
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tbe Church, which is every whit as much as if he hadcalled himtherr | ©: 
Angel. Afterwards he telleth them, that there is bat h one Biſhop, { 3h 
joined wich the Presbytery and the Deacons, and that he delivered | . *- 
| this as the Voice of God; (e) Ta ke bred with your "Biſhop, and ro be 
Presbytery and the Deacons, (4) calling him td witnels, for hom hßge © 
was bound, and for whom he went then unto his laff martyrdom; 2 


a Ignat. epiſt ad Philadelph. b Ibid. c. Bid, d Id. ibidi mm | + 
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m "the mouth of men) 


from St. Jobus time, we have "this continued acceſs 


that the Spirit ſpakeic, 
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I we sbſtrser from. Epiſc 
_ | conſider only what is eſſential and neceſſaty to it; we 

ſhall find in it no more but this: An appointment of 
one man of eminent ſanctity and ſufficiency to have the 
carte of all. the Chufthes within a certain Precinct or Dioceſs; 
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and furniſting him wn authority, hot abſolute or arbitrary, but 
regulated and bounded by laws, and moderated by joining to him 
a convenient number of aſſiſtants. To the intent that all the 


Churches under him may be provided of good and able Paſtors : |. 
And that beth of Paſtors and People conformity to laws and per- 


formance of their duties may be required; under penalties, not left 
cdo diſcretion, but by Law appointed. . 5 

: To rhiskind-otGoverameac ? am not by any..particular intereſt 
ſio devoted, as to think it ought to be maintained, either in oppo- 

-- fition to Apoſtolick Inſtitution, or to the much deſired Refoi mati- 

. on of mens Lives, and reſtauration of Primitive Diſcipline, or to 
> any Law or Precept of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt ; For 
that were to maintaina means contrary to the end. For Obedi- 


ence to our Saviour is the end for which Church Government is ap- 


pointed. But if it may be demonſtrated, or made much more pro. 
bable than the contrary, as I verily think it may: I. That it is 
not repugnant to the Government ſettled in and for the Church by 
the Apoſtles. II. Thatit is as comply able with the Reformation 


of any evil which we deiire'to reform either in Church or State, or 


the inttoduction of any goed which we deſire to introduce, as any 
bother kind of Government; And III. That there is no Law, no 


Record of our Saviour againſt it: Then hope it will not be thought 


an unreaſonable motion, if we humbly deſire thoſe that are in au- 
thoricy, eſpecially the high Court of Parliament, that it may _ be 
| JJV 


US »S... — * 


Demonſtrated out of the Premiſes, by 


opal Govertiment all accidentals; and 


: of thoſe who. wrote. in the bn” de age altet the Apoſtles. 5 ; 


a. 


Cierificed to clamour, or RE by Violence: And though 


- 


Crucifie, Crucifie, yet our Gavernours would be ſo full of Juſtice and 


courage, asnotto give it up until they perfectly underitand con- 
| ani Epiſcopley it ſelf, Suid mali facit. I ſball ſpeak at this time 
lily Ar. ng 


ol the firſt of theſe-three points: That Epiſcopacy. is not res. 
pugnant to theGovernment ſettled in the. Church for-perpetuity by 


the Apoſtles: Whereof I conceive this which follows as cleara dey. 


monſtration, as any thing of this nature is capable. of, 


That this government was feceived _ uviyerſally in the Ghurch, 


either in the Apoſtles time, or preſently after, is fo. evident and 


* 


unqueſtiogable, that the moſt learned. Adyerſaries of this Govern- 


* 


mf en IG oh... 
Petrus Mulineus in his hook De munere Pafforali, purpoſely written in 


_ defence of che Presby terial Government, acknowledgetb, That pre- DG 
ently after che Apeſtles time, exen in their time (as Ecclefiaſtical 
ſtory N it was ordained, That in every Cicy one of the 


Presby tery ſhould be called a Biſhop, who ſhould have prehemie: 
nence over his. Colleagues ;.to avoid confuſion whick oft 7 K i 


tiſech out of equality. And truly this form of Government al 
. Churches Weary inn rä ⁰äDgjÜ? e Y!. ons 
Thbeodina Bega, in his- Tract De Triplici Epiſcopatus genere, confeſſ? 
eth in effect the ſame thing. For having diſtinguiſhed Epiſcopacy. 
into three kinds, Divine, Humane and Satanical, and attributing to 
the fecond (which he calls Humane, bit we mantain and conceive. 
to be Apoffolica!) not.only a priority. of order, but a ſuperiority. 
_ of power, and Authority over other Presby ters, bounded yet by 
Laws and Canons provided againſt Tyrany: Hg clearly profeſſeth, 
_ that of this kind of Epiſcopacy is to be 
we read concerning the. Authority of. Biſhops or, Preſidents. (as 


underſtocod whatſoever 


Tuftin Martyr calls them) in Ignatius, & other more aucient Writers, 


_-* Certainly from * theſe two gteat defenders of the Presbytty we 


a — 


V. To whom two others alſo from Gene va may be added: D- 


viel Chamieras | in Panſtratia, Tem. 2 lib: 10. cap. 6. Sect. 24.1 
and Nicol Vedeliue (Exercitat: 75 in Epiſt. Ignatit ad Philadelph. - 
cap: 14. & Exereit. 8. in Epiſtol. ad Mariam. cap. $) which is 

fully alfo-demonſtraced-in- the former Treatiſe, by. the teſtimonies 


F 


mould 


„ — 


ſhouſd never had this free acknowledgement, ſo prejudicial to ſel 

their own pretence, and fo advantageous to their Adverſaries pur- of 

| poſe, had not the evidence of clear and undeny able tzuth enfor- m1 

ced them ro it. It Willnot therefore be neceflary to ſpend any, th 

time in confuting that uningenuous aſſertion ofthe Anonymus Au- fo 

*thor of the Catalougue of Teſtimonies for the equality of -Biſhops ro 

and Presbyters, "who affirms, That their diſparity began long after ha 

' the Apoſtles times: But we may fafely take for granted that which "Cl 

theſe two learned Adverſactes have confefſed ; apd fee, whether | th 

© upoſithis foundation laid by 'them, we may not by unanſwerable to 
f , ñ LEE 

FThat ſeing Epiſcopal Government is confeſſealy fo ancient . 

e Fr Catholick, it cannot with reaſon be deny ed to be Apo- ha 

AS 4 zienten een ns E's . „ Ae 25 my Rs 15 Ws 33 1 
For fo great e change, ut between” Pregbytorial Goverüment | re 
- and Epiſcbpal, could not poſſibly have prevailed all the world o- H 

vet, ina ſittle time. Had Epiſcopal Government been an aberra- be 
tion from, oracorruptiorfof the Government left in the Churches I of 
by tke Apaſtles, it had been very ſtrange, that it ſhould have been re- 0 
deived in any one Church ſo fudden) ot that it ſhould have prevail⸗-◻H. W 
ed in all for many Ages after. Variaſſe debuerat error Eecleſiarum, quod au- g 
em apud omnes unum eſt, non eſt erratum, ſed traditum. Had the Churches 
* errd, they weuld have varied. What therefore is one and the 
fame #mongſt all, came not ſure by Errour, but Tradition. Thus ſh 
Tertullian argues very probably from the conſent of the Churches of eo 
bis time, not long after the Apoſties, and that in matter of Opi- | | 
nion much more ſuhject to unobſerv d Alteration, + But that inthe | w 
frame and ſubſtance ofthe neceſſary Government of the Church, in 
_ - a thing always zn uſe and practice, there ſhould be ſo ſuddema le 
change as'preſently-afrerthe Apoſtles times, and ſo univerſal, as . of 
received in allthe Churches, this is clearly impoſſible.  _—« 

For what univerſal cauſe can be aſſigned or fained of this uni- g 
verfal Apoſtaſis ? you will not imagine that the Apoſtles, all or iy 
any of them, made any decree for this change, when they were mm 
Ming; or left order for it in any, Will or Teftament,* When they ce 
were dying. This were to grant the queſtion; to wit, That the ar 
Apoſtles, being tollem the Goverament of the Churches 7 «kr 
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ſelves, and either ſeing by experien 
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ce, or foreſeeing by the Spirit 
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amd with power by many attempts and contrivances, and in aa 


1 
Ie {hall never entertain fo wild.an imagination, as that among 
all the Chriſtian Preby teries in the World, neither ene tf. . 4 
duty, nor love of liberty, nor averſeneſs from ptide and ufutpation- 
l others over them, ſhould prevail ſo much às with any one, to 
oppoſe this pretended univerſal igvaſion of the Kingdom of Chcift> | 
h d ]è w OTE 057 nn: 
_ , ©. When ſhall ſee therefore all che Fables in the Metamorpho a. 
Red and prove ſtories ; when I ſhall fee all che Democtaties and ⁵⁶ 
 - Ariftoccatics in the World ly dowa and ſleep, and awake. into Mo- 
nmarchies: Then I will begin to believe that Presbyterial Govern- 
5 ment, having continued in the Church during the Apoſle times, 
| ſhould preſently after,, againſt the Apoſtles DoRrine and the will 
of Chriſt, be whirl'd about like a ſcene in a Maſque, and transfor- 
med into Epiſcopacy. In the mean time, while theſe things . 
main rhus incredible, and in humane reaforr impoſſible, I hope I. 
ſhall have leave to conclude thus. Epiſcopal Government is acknow- 
5 ledged to have been univerſally received in the Church, pteſentix 
Alter the Apoſtles times. Bet ween the Apoſtles: timeand this pe. 
fſently after, there was not time enough for, nor poſſibility of ſo 
gtceat an alteration. And therefore there was no ſuch alteration as 
[ 8 pretended. And therefore Epiſcopacy z, being confeſſed ro ba 
' _ -_ * ancient. and Catholick, muſt be granted alfo to. be, Apoſtolicks. } 


long time to gain upon the libęrty of any one People, undoubt 
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